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was a moment when it seemed probable that the French would leave
it to its fate and retreat south-west for the defence of Paris. The
casualties were enormous (14,000 officers and 280,000 other ranks);
65,000 prisoners and 769 guns had fallen into the enemy's hands.
But on the 26th there was a rally, and standing on the Ancre the
Third Army, with the Anzacs, stemmed the German tide and turned
it back from the country north of the Somme. On the 28th, Luden-
dorff Js attack on Arras was definitely defeated.
In the meantime " unity of command " had at last been achieved.
Haig had been unwilling to trust the handling of reserves to a com-
mittee, but Petain's hesitations had convinced him that a dual control
in which one commander fought a battle and another was in charge
of the reserves was equally perilous. The only solution was, in fact,
that the British Commander-in-Chief should place himself unreserv-
edly at the disposal of a Generalissimo who, in the circumstances,
could only be a Frenchman. He telegraphed to Milner, now Secretary
for War, to come to Doullens, where at a Council over which Poincare
presided, and at which Clemenceau was present, Foch was unanimously
appointed to " co-ordinate the operations of the Allies on the whole
Western front." It was a wise and necessary move, and if it had
not been taken the desire of some French generals to save Paris at
all costs might have had fatal consequences to both armies.
March 28 may be marked as the turning-point. Some sanguine
spirits had declared on the second day that the Germans had failed.
Great as their success had been, it had fallen short of their objective ;
Amiens, said these optimists, must be taken at a rush or it would never
be taken. They proved right in the end. Advance over the shell-
wrecked ground proved daily more difficult. The very diversity and
intensity of the next German attacks wasted and dissipated forces
which needed to be concentrated at the vital point if the initial victory,
was to be followed up. But there were many anxious weeks in which
the Germans fought desperately to keep the initiative and the Allies
to take it from them,
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It was in these weeks that the Liberal party found itself caught up
in the controversy between Lloyd George and the soldiers with
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